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FACT SHEET
SETTLEMENT OF RESERVED WATER RIGHTS
U.S.D.A., AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
FORT KEOGH LIVESTOCK & RANGE RESEARCH LABORATORY

The Montana Reserved Water Rights Compact Commission was created by the Montana
Legislature in 1979 to act on behalf of the State and its water users to settle the water rights
associated with reserved federal land, such as Fort Keogh Livestock & Range Research Laboratory
(Ft. Keogh). The Commission is composed of nine members. Four members are appointed by the
Governor, four members are legislators (two from the House and two from the Senate), and one
member is appointed by the Attorney General.

The Commission negotiates with federal agencies and Indian tribes that claim federal reserved
water rights within Montana. A federal reserved water right is a right to use water under federal law
based on a Congressional act or treaty that reserved lands for a specific purpose. In this case, Ft.
Keogh was set aside by the Act of April 15, 1924 establishing the research laboratory for the
purpose of “experiments in stock raising and growing of forage crops in connection therewith.” The
negotiated settlement quantifies the federal reserved water rights for Ft. Keogh as summarized
below. The priority date for all reserved water rights for Ft. Keogh is April 15, 1924.

¢ [rrigation rights for pasture and crops:

o Yellowstone River (Water Court Basin 42KJ)
= 1523 acres irrigation (flood and sprinkler) — 58 cfs
= 450 acres water spreading
» 620 acres future irrigation — 23 cfs
o No ground water development for irrigation that would adversely affect
the fish hatchery.

o Tongue River (Water Court Basin 42C) (runoff — not diversion from Tongue River)
» 203 acres water spreading (conditioned on no calls and no enforcement)
* No future irrigation from the Tongue River or its tributaries.

e Stock water rights:
o Small dams, wells, and direct stock water use at specified locations on Ft. Keogh
that have historically/currently supplied water for 3000 animal units within Ft. Keogh.
Stock may increase up to an additional 2000 animal units in the future under the
Compact.

e Administrative use rights:

o Water rights for administrative uses for the research complex, to conduct research,
dust abatement, reclamation or other administrative purposes from surface or
groundwater to fulfill the purposes of Ft. Keogh in the amount of 26.70 acre-feet per
year for existing uses and up to 18 acre-feet per year for future uses.

e Emergency Fire Suppression, as needed.
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42KJ 1 » » General Abstract
STATE OF MONTANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION
1424 9TH AVENUE P.0. BOX 201601 HELENA, MONTANA 59620-1601

GENERAL ABSTRACT
‘Water Right Number: 42KJ 1 STATEMENT'OF CLAIM |
Version: 1 - ORIGINAL RIGHT
Status: ACTIVE
Owners: U.S.DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ARS-LIVESTOCK AND RESEARCH ST.
RT 1 BOX 2021
MILES CITY, MT 59301

Priority Date: APRIL 15, 1924
Enforcable Priority Date: APRIL 15, 1924
Type of Historical Right:’ FEDERAL RESERVED WATER RIGHT
Purpose (use): IRRIGATION
Flow Rate: 58 CFS
Maximum Acres: 1623 ACRES
Source: : YELLOWSTONE RIVER
Source Type: SURFACE WATER
Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:
1D QtQtr Sec Twp Rge County
1 SESWNW 23 T7N R46E Custer

Period of Diversion. MARCH 15 TO NOVEMBER 9
Diversion Means: PUMP

Purpose (Use): IRRIGATION
Irrigation Type: SPRINKLER, FLOOD
Climatic Area: 1-HIGH
Period of Use: MARCH 15 TO NOVEMBER 9
Place of Use: :

D Acres  Govtlot QirQtr Sec Twp Rge County
1 2.2 NENE 12 T7N R46E CUSTER
2 39.7 NESE 12 T7N R46E CUSTER
3 27.8 NWSE 12 T7N R46E CUSTER
4 317 SENE 12 T7N R46E CUSTER
5 39.7 SESE 12 T7N R46E CUSTER
6 0.2 SESW 12 T7N R46E CUSTER
7 2.8 SWNE 12 T7N R46E CUSTER
8 376 SWSE 12 T7N R46E CUSTER
9 20.6 NENE 13 TN R46E CUSTER

10 2.9 NENE 13 T7N R46E CUSTER

1 211 NESE 13 T7N R46E CUSTER

12 211 NESW 13 T7N R46E CUSTER

13 20.3 NWNE 13 T7N R46E CUSTER

14 6.0 _ NWNW 13 T7N R46E CUSTER




D
15
16
17
- 18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
.39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
Total:

Acres Govtiot QtrQftr
33.7 NWSE
23.0 NWSW
35.4 SENE
24.8 SESW
9.9 SWNE
27.3 SWNW
8.0 SWSE
245 Swsw
271 NENE
0.6 NENW
39.9 NESE
19.2 NESW
215 NWNE
39.9 NWSE
39.9 SENE
13.0 SENW
18.7 SESE
16.1 SESW
39.9 SWNE
351 SWSE
34.4 NENE
19.6 NENW
20.2 NWNE
8.3 SENE
14.2 SENW
227 SWNE
3.6 NWNW
9.5 NESW
36.3 NWSW
11.5 SENW
25.6 SWNW
2.0 SWSwW
311 NESE
12.9 SENE
6.2 SESE
11.5 NENE
18.6 NENW
2.1 NESE
39.7 NESW
12.1 NWNE
136 NWNW
25.1 NWSE
39.7 NWSW
26.7 SENE
39.7 SENW
17.8 SESW
39.8 SWNE
39.7 SWNW
35.8 SWSwW
1.9 NWNW
8.2 SWNW
38.7 NENW
5.3 NWNE
29.8 NWNW
1.6 NWSW
11.8 SENW
345 SWNW
1523.0
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Sec
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Twp
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
TIN
TN
T7N
TN
TIN
TN
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7IN
TN
TIN
T7N
T7N
T7IN
T7N
T7N
T7N
TN
T7IN
TN
TIN
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
TN
T7N
TIN
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7N
T7IN
T7IN
T7N

Rge
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R46E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E

County
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
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42KJ 2 General Abstract
STATE OF MONTANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION
1424 9TH AVENUE P.O. BOX 201601 HELENA, MONTANA 59620-1601
Water Right Number: 42KJ 2 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
Version: 1 - ORIGINAL RIGHT
Status: ACTIVE
- Owners: U.S.DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
ARS-LIVESTOCK AND RESEARCH ST.
RT 1 BOX 2021
MILES CITY, MT 59301
Priority Date: APRIL 15, 1924
Enforcable Priority Date: APRIL 15, 1924
Type of Historical Right: FEDERAL RESERVED WATER RIGHT
Purpose (use): IRRIGATION
Flow Rate: NO FLOW RATE HAS BEEN DECREED BECAUSE THIS USE CONSISTS OF

DIRECT FLOW WATER SPREADING

Volume: 1035 ACRE FEET
Maximum Acres: 450 ACRES
Source: RESERVATION CREEK
Source Type: SURFACE WATER
Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:
D QtrQtr Sec Twp Rge County
1 NWNENW 16 T7N R46E Custer
Period of Diversion: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
Diversion Means: DIKE
Purpose (Use): IRRIGATION
“Irrigation Type: WATER SPREADING
Climatic Area: 1 - HIGH :
Period of Use: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
Place of Use:
ID Acres Govtlot QtrQtr Sec Twp Rge County
1 3.7 NWsSwW 15 T7N R46E CUSTER
2 28.1 SWSW 15 T7N R46E CUSTER
3 9.5 . NENW 16 ~ TIN R46E CUSTER
4 24.6 NESE 16 T7N R46E CUSTER
5 39.9 NESW 16 T7N R46E CUSTER
6 2.4 NWNW 16 T7N R46E CUSTER
7 39.7 NWSE 16 T7N R46E CUSTER
8 39.6 Nwsw 16 T7N - R46E CUSTER
9 33.5 SENW 16 T7N R46E CUSTER




1D Acres Govtlot QtrQir Sec Twp Rge County

10 26.8 SESE 16 T7N R46E CUSTER
" 248 SESW 16 T7N R46E CUSTER
12 6.2 SWNE 16 T7N R46E CUSTER
13 39.7 SWNW 16 T7N R46E CUSTER
14 27.0 SWSE 16 T7N R46E CUSTER
15 13.6 SWSswW 16 T7N R46E CUSTER
16 4.4 NENE 17 T7N R46E CUSTER
17 46.7 NESE 17 T7N R46E CUSTER
18 36.7 SENE 17 T7N R46E CUSTER
18 3.1 SESE 17 T7N R46E CUSTER

Total: 450.0
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42C3 General Abstract
STATE OF MONTANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION
1424 9TH AVENUE P.0. BOX 201601 HELENA, MONTANA 59620-1601
Water Right Number: 42C 3 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
Version: 1 - ORIGINAL RIGHT
Status: ACTIVE
Owners: U.S.DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
ARS-LIVESTOCK AND RESEARCH ST.
RT 1 BOX 2021 :
MILES CITY, MT 59301
Priority Date: APRIL 15, 1924
Enforcable Priority Date: APRIL 15, 1924
Type of Historical Right: FEDERAL RESERVED WATER RIGHT
Purpose (use): IRRIGATION
Flow Rate: NO FLOW RATE HAS BEEN DECREED BECAUSE THIS USE CONSISTS OF

DIRECT FLOW WATER SPREADING

Volume: 467 ACRE FEET
Maximum Acres: 202.8 ACRES
Source: UNNAMED TRIBUTARY OF TONGUE RIVER
Source Type: SURFACE WATER
Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:
D QtrQtr Sec Twp Rage County
1 SWSE 22 T7N R47E Custer
Period of Diversion: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
Diversion Means: DIKE
Purpose (Use): IRRIGATION
Irrigation Type: WATER SPREADING
Climatic Area: 1-HIGH
; Period of Use: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
| Place of Use:
| .
D Acres  Govtlot QtrQtr Sec Twp Rage County
| 1 0.6 NENE 22 T7N R47E CUSTER
2 39.9 NESE 22 T7N R47E CUSTER
3 71 NWNE 22 T7N R47E CUSTER
4 21.9 NWSE 22 T7N R47E CUSTER
5 27.4 SENE 22 T7N R47E CUSTER
6 2.3 SENW 22 T7N R47E CUSTER
7 6.1 SESE 22 T7N R47E CUSTER




Acres Govt Lot QtrQtr
38.7 SWNE
3.6 NESW
33.0 NWSwW
2.2 SESW
1.6 SWNW
18.5 SWSswW

202.8

Sec
22
23
23
23
23
23

Twp
T7N
T7N
T7N
TIN
T7N
T7N

Rae
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E
R47E

County
CUSTER

CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER
CUSTER




APPENDIX 5

FORT KEOGH STOCK WATER RIGHTS

Water Right Point of Diversion Source Name Volume
Quarter Section, Section, Acre-feet
Township/Range per year

42KJ 7 NESWSW 31 TN4TE Groundwater 3.36
42KJ 8 NWSWNE | 24 7N46E Groundwater 3.36
42KJ 9 SWNWSE 4 6N46E Groundwater 6.72
42KJ 10 S2 1 7N46E Yellowstone River 27.00

NE 11 7N46E

S2 11 7N46E

N2 12 7N46E

W2 14 7N46E

SE 15 7N46E

E2 20 7N46E

S2 21 7N46E

22 7N46E

w2 6 7N47E

S2 31 8N47E

w2 32 8N47E
42KJ 11 S2SE 8 6N46E Moon Creek 2.53

SWSWSsw 9 6N46E

NwW 16 B6N46E

S2 16 6N46E

NENE 21 6N46E

NWNWNW 22 6N46E
42C 12 NENWNW 9 6N47E UT Paddy Faye Creek 4.80
42C 13 NESWNW 33 7N47E UT Tongue River 25.00
42C 14 SESENE 16 6N47E UT Paddy Faye Creek 12.00
42C 15 NESWNE 10 6N47E UT Paddy Faye Creek 10.50
42C 16 SWNWNE 4 6N47E UT Paddy Faye Creek 5.50
42C 17 NWNWSW 15 7N4TE UT Tongue River 2.64
42C 18 NWNENW 9 TN4TE Groundwater 3.36
42C 19 SENESW 13 6N47E UT Tongue River 10.88
42C 20 SENWSW 10 7N47E Groundwater 2.80
42C 21 SESENE 36 7N47E Groundwater 0.56
42C 22 SESESW 26 7N47E Groundwater 1.12
42C 23 SENWNW 7 6N48E Groundwater 1.40
42C 24 SESENE 3 6N47E Groundwater 3.78
42C 25 NWNWNW 34 7N4TE Groundwater 6.88
42C 26 SESESW 21 7N47E Groundwater 0.84

Appendix 5
1 of3




Water Right Point of Diversion Source Name Volume

Quarter Section, Section, Acre-feet

Township/Range per year
42C 27 SWSWNW 12 6N47E UT Tongue River 6.84
42C 28 SWNWNE 14 6N47E UT Tongue River 9.12
42C 29 SENENE 20 7N47E UT Tongue River 5.60
42C 30 NENWNW 10 6N47E UT Paddy Faye Creek 16.00
42C 31 NENWNW 16 6N47E UT Paddy Faye Creek 3.70
42KJ 32 SESWSE | 28 7N46E UT Lignite Creek , 2.43
42KJ 33 NWNWNW 11 7N46E UT Yellowstone River 243
42KJ 34 NWNWSW 5 6N47E UT Coal Creek 4.70
42KJ 35 SENWSE 18 6N47E UT Lignite Creek 2.60
42KJ 36 SENENW. 10 6N46E UT Lignite Creek ‘ 3.40
42KJ 37 SWSESE 6 7N4TE Groundwater 63.95
42KJ 38 SENWNW 8 7TN47E Groundwater 63.95
42KJ 39 SESESE 27 7N46E UT Lignite Creek ~18.00
42KJ 40 SENESE 10 6N46E UT Lignite Creek .3.42
42KJ 41 SENWSW 32 7N47TE | UT Coal Creek 3.00
42KJ 42 NESENW 34 8N46E UT Cotton Creek 8.00
42KJ 43 NWSWSW 29 7N47E UT Yellowstone River 8.00
42KJ 44 NWNWNE 21 6N46E UT Moon Creek 3.00
42KJ 45 SWNWSE 14 6N46E UT Moon Creek 3.30
42KJ 46 SENWNW 18 6N47E UT Lignite Creek 7.40
42KJ 47 SENWNW 13 7N46E Groundwater 5.04
42KJ 48 SENENW 21 7TN46E Groundwater 2.08
42KJ 49 NWSWNW 17 7N47E Groundwater 1.78
42KJ 50 NESESE 26 7N46E Groundwater 3.08
42KJ 51 - SWSWNW 2 6N46E Groundwater 1.47
42KJ 52 ' SENWNE 12 6N46E Groundwater 1.96
42KJ 53 NWSENW 28 7N46E UT Yellowstone River 243
- 42KJ 54 NENESW 35 8N46E UT Cotton Creek 243
42KJ 55 SENWNW 16 6N46E UT Moon Creek 243
42KJ 56 SESESE 8 6N46E UT Moon Creek 243
42KJ 57 SENESE 22 7N46E UT Yellowstone River 243
42KJ 58 SESENW 28 7N46E UT Yeliowstone River 243

Appendix 5
Page 2 of 3




Water Right Point of Diversion Source Name Volume
Quarter Section, Section, Acre-feet
Township/Range per year
42KJ 59 NWSENW 10 7N46E UT Yellowstone River 2.40
42KJ 60 SWSESE 16 6N46E UT Moon Creek 2.43
42KJ 61 NESENE 36 8N46E UT Yellowstone River 2.43
42KJ 62 SWSESW 4 7N46E Groundwater 2.20
42KJ 63 NESESW 12 7N46E Groundwater 3.40
42KJ 64 "NENWNE 13 7N46E Groundwater 0.84
42KJ 65 SWSENE 13 7N46E Groundwater 1.26
42C 66 NESESW 18 6N48E Tongue River 34.00
NWNENW 7 6N48E
SESENE 36 TN4T7E
SENWNW 6 6N48E
NESWNE 25 TN4TE
NWNENE 26 7N4TE
NENENW 23 7N4T7E
NWSWSE 15 TN47E
NESESW 10 TN47E
NENWSW 10 TN4TE
SESWNE 9 7NA4T7E
42C 67 - SENENE 16 7N47E UT Tongue River 2.64
42KJ 68 NESESW 4 6N46E Groundwater 1.68
42KJ 69 NWSW 33 8N46E UT Reservation Creek 14.90
42C 70 NWSWSw 27 7N47E UT Tongue River 5.00
42C 71 SENESW 9 6N47E UT Paddy Fay Creek 8.50
42KJ 72 SWNWSW 35 8N46E Groundwater 1.50
42C 73 - NWSENE 22 7N47E Groundwater 1.80
42KJ 74 SWSENE 14 6N46E Groundwater 2.30
42C 75 SESWSW 10 BN47E UT Paddy Fay Creek 32.00
42C 76 NWSENE 1 6N46E UT Coal Creek 22.00
42C 77 SWNWNW 1 6N47E Groundwater 172
Appendix 5

Page 3 of 3
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42C 4

L.

STATE OF MONTANA

f

L

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION

1424 9TH AVENUE P.O. BOX 201601

Water Right Number:

Version:
Status:
Owners:
Priority Date:

Enforcable Priority Date:

Type of Historical Right:
Purpose (use):

Flow Rate:

Volume: -

Maximum Acres:

Source:
Source Type:

HELENA, MONTANA 59620-1601

GENERAL ABSTRACT

42C 4 STATEMENT OF CLAIM

1 - ORIGINAL RIGHT

ACTIVE

U.S.DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
ARS-LIVESTOCK AND RESEARCH ST.
RT 1 BOX 2021

MILES CITY, MT 59301

APRIL 15, 1924
APRIL 15, 1924

FEDERAL RESERVED WATER RIGHT
INSTITUTIONAL USE FOR RESEARCH
12 GPM

8.7 ACRE FEET

Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

D
1

Period of Diversion:
Diversion Means:

Purpose (Use):

Volume:

Period of Use:

Place of Use:
D Acres  Govt Lot
1 5.0

~ Total: 5.0

5 ACRES
GROUNDWATER
GROUNDWATER

QtrQtrQtr Sec Twp Rage County
SENENE 5 TIN R47E Custer
JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
WELL
IS
8.7 GPM
JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

QtrQtr Sec Twp Rge County

E2NE 5 T7N R47E CUSTER

Page 1 of 1
General Abstract




42KJ 5
STATE OF MONTANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION
1424 9TH AVENUE  P.O. BOX 201601 HELENA, MONTANA 59620-1601

GENERAL ABSTRACT
Water Right Number: 42KJ 5 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
. Version: 1 - ORIGINAL RIGHT
Status: ACTIVE
Owners: : U.S.DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ARS-LIVESTOCK AND RESEARCH ST.
RT 1 BOX 2021
MILES CITY, MT 59301

Priority Date: APRIL 15, 1924
Enforcable Priority Date: APRIL 15, 1924
Type of Historical Right: FEDERAL RESERVED WATER RIGHT
Purpose (use): MULTIPLE DOMESTIC FOR ADMINISTRATIVE USE
Flow Rate: 250 GPM
Volume: 18 ACRE FEET
Maximum Acres: 4 ACRES
Source: GROUNDWATER
Source Type: GROUNDWATER
Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion;
ID QtrQtrQtr Sec Twp Rge County
1 SWSESE 6 T7N R47E Custer

Period of Diversion: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
Diversion Means: WELL

Purpose (Use): MD
Volume: 250 GPM
Period of Use: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
Place of Use: ‘
D Acres Govilot QtrQtr Sec Twp Rge County
1 4.0 SWSESE 6 T7N R47E CUSTER

Total 4.0

Page 1 0of 1
General Abstract




42KJ 6

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION

Water Right Number:
Version:
Status:

Owners:

Priority Date:

Enforcable Priority Date:

Type of Historical Right:
Purpose (use):

Flow Rate:

Volume:

Maximum Acres:

Source:
Source Type:

STATE OF MONTANA

1424 STH AVENUE P.0.BOX 201601 HELENA, MONTANA 59620-1601

GENERAL ABSTRACT

42KJ 6 STATEMENT OF CLAIM
1 - ORIGINAL RIGHT
ACTIVE

U.S.DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
ARS-LIVESTOCK AND RESEARCH ST.
RT 1 BOX 2021

MILES CITY, MT 59301

APRIL 15, 1924
APRIL 15, 1924

FEDERAL RESERVED WATER RIGHT

| MULTIPLE DOMESTIC FOR ADMINISTRATIVE USE

60 GPM

18 ACRE FEET

4 ACRES
GROUNDWATER
GROUNDWATER

Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

D QtrQtrQtr Sec Twp Rge County
1 SENWNW 8 T7N R47E Custer
Period of Diversion: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
Diversion Means: WELL
Purpose (Use): MD
Volume: 60.0 GPM
Period of Use: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
Place of Use:
D Acres Govtlot QtrQtr Sec Twp Rae County
1 4.0 SENWNW 8 TN R47E CUSTER

Total: 4.0

Page 1 of 1
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